
POST SECONDARY PLANNING IN A NUTSHELL……...

Visit colleges

Create accounts in Common App or SUNY.  Be aware -  some individual college sites like MCC
are FREE so don’t use SUNY if applying to MCC.
https://www.suny.edu/attend/
https://www.commonapp.org/

Apply to colleges (goal - by December 1 but can apply after)

Complete blue transcript request sheet in the Counseling Office - this signals to us that you
have applied to a college and we will send out your transcript.

Note: College admissions decisions turn around times will vary. Some colleges will notify
students on a rolling basis, while others may not notify students until February 2022 or later.

If planning to play sports, register with the NCAA and reach out to coaches.

Create and work on student profile in Dollars for Scholars (complete this by Dec. 1) if college
bound, or planning to attend a vocational school or the military...pretty much everyone
should do this. This takes about 2 hours to complete. This money is specifically awarded to
Williamson High School seniors. Students will need to reach out to the Counseling Office for
some information (e.g. GPA from 9th grade, etc.). In recent years, over $20,000.00 was awarded
to 33 seniors. Here is the link:
https://williamson.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?section=chapterWebsite&action=studen
t_parent&fwID=527

Work on Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). It is used to apply for aid (e.g.
grants, awards and loans). It opened October 1, 2021. Go to fafsa.ed.gov - it is free to complete.
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa You will need to create a PIN for electronic
signatures at fsaid.ed.gov. https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing
Also complete NYS TAP application if applying to an in-state school.

https://www.suny.edu/attend/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://williamson.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?section=chapterWebsite&action=student_parent&fwID=527
https://williamson.dollarsforscholars.org/index.php?section=chapterWebsite&action=student_parent&fwID=527
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing


The Financial Aid presentation from Marion HIgh School is available on our website and was
sent to parents via email. Also, many SUNY campuses host Financial Aid Days (to help families
with forms) https://www.suny.edu/attend/

Secure 2 letters of recommendation (the same letters can be used for colleges and DFS). Ask
teachers in person. If using Common App, you request letters through Xello.

Talk to Ms. O’Hara about career exploration opportunities, employment trends or job training
opportunities.

Sign up for ASVAB (for military or just because). It is a career exploration tool and is being
offered at WHS November 18.  For more information, talk with Ms. O’Hara or refer to her email
ASVAB: More than a Military Test date October 18.

Students can pick up a copy of their transcript in the Counseling Office. It will list cumulative
GPA and rank and SAT/ACT scores ONLY IF the student shared their score reports with us and
requested scores be added to his/her transcripts.

Use personal email (not school) for all post secondary pursuits (e.g. colleges, scholarships,
DFS).

As always, reach out to the Counseling Office if you have any questions.

https://www.suny.edu/attend/

